
__________________________________________________________

 

From the Editor : 

The Christmas/New Year edition of Contact will appear on November 
29th 2009.  Copy, in whatever format, should reach me by Sunday 
evening Nov 22nd. 2009. 

 Sylvia 
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“By the time you find greener 
pastures, you can't climb 
over the fence “ 
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September 2009  
Income and Expenditure 
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Have you seen the film ‘Saving Private Ryan’? The first twenty minutes of the film is a 

powerful account of war, portraying the first landing crafts arriving at the Normandy 

beaches on D Day. The film successfully brings to life the events of that day, as a vivid 

act of remembrance.  

 From a biblical perspective, the word ‘remembrance’ means making present 
a past reality, so that we can benefit from it today. On Remembrance Sunday we 
think about those who have given their lives in wars over the years, as well as 
those who continue to grieve over their lost loved ones. We want to make their 
sacrifice in past conflicts real for us today, so that we can engage with the horror 
of war and those enduring suffering today.  
 It involves dealing with the ‘Why?’ question in the face of relentless 
tragedies and injustices: why does God allow such suffering to take place? One 
of the great themes of the Scriptures is that God identifies with the suffering. 
But the Christian faith goes beyond this! It affirms that in Jesus, God’s son, 
divinity became involved in suffering and death on the cross. It is at Calvary that 
we see how God himself knows what it is to lose a loved one in an unprovoked 
attack. ‘ I could never myself believe in God if it were not for the Cross. In the real 

world of pain, how could one worship a God who was immune to it?’ (John Stott).  

 Although we don’t fully understand the reason why God allows evil and suffering to 

continue, we do know what the reason isn’t! It can’t be that he doesn’t love us! God so 

loved us and hates suffering that he was willing to come down and get involved in our 

hurting world. This can be a source of real strength on such an occasion.  

 However, how can we ensure that those who have given their lives are truly 
honoured, not forgetting those who are risking their lives in conflicts today? An 
appropriate response is to actively work and pray for justice in our world, 
especially where there is inequality and conflict. In a divided world we are also 
called to renew our efforts to work for peace. We need to be serious about being 
peacemakers, especially where it involves those close to us. As Jesus said, 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God’ (Matt 5:9).  
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Patrick Osei—Church Treasurer 
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  The Poppies of Flanders Fields  

11 November 1918 saw the end of The Great War, 
when the Armistice was signed. Each year since 
1921, the nation has come together to remember 
the sacrifices that hundreds of thousands of British 
and Commonwealth Service men and women made 
not just during the Great War, but World War II 
and all subsequent wars and conflicts including 

Iraq and Afghanistan.  
 Here follows the famous poem “In Flanders Fields”, written by an army 
surgeon, Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD (1872-1918) after the 
terrible battle at Ypres in the spring of 1915. Punch magazine in London 
published it on 8 December 1915.  
 
In Flanders Fields  
In Flanders Fields the poppies blow  
Between the crosses row on row,  
That mark our place; and in the sky  
The larks, still bravely singing, fly  
Scarce heard amid the guns below.  
 
We are the Dead. Short days ago  
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  
Loved and were loved, and now we lie  
In Flanders fields.  
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe:  
To you from failing hands we throw  
The torch; be yours to hold it high.  
If ye break faith with us who die  
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow  
In Flanders fields. 
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The Beatons in Malawi  (October 2009) 
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Dear Friends, 
� Greetings from a hot, dusty and windy 
Malawi!  … How time flies!  We have now been 
back for over two months.  It is hard to believe that 
the final term at EBCoM (Evangelical Bible 
College of Malawi) is already over. �
� We find ourselves pretty exhausted and run 
down right now,‘running on empty! Since returning 
we have encountered the usual settling back 
frustrations as well as unexpected disappointments and relational difficulties. 
Our experience demonstrated emphatically that the heart of the matter when 
it comes to support,� is building relationships. We have a growing conviction 
that we should be self supporting (tent makers) as far as is possible, and so 
we are presently praying that God will move us in this ind of direction soon.�
� The children are all doing well.  Rachel completed her first triathlon 
recently and Colin cycled as part of a team.  They seemed to enjoy it very 
much.  Rachel had to come to terms with the fact that she isn’t the fastest girl 
around (although she did brilliantly winning a prize), and Colin learned that 
even when you come second in your heat, your team still might not win a 
prize!  Hope May recently explained to someone who asked her who she 
was, that her name is Hope but she calls herself Barbie (no shortage of 
confidence or initiative there!).  Jessie has overcome her fear of animals 
since we acquired our puppy, Badger, but she remains resolute in her refusal 
to say too much.  Yamika is adorable but extremely loud and eats anything 
and everything, even lizards!   �
� Lesley and Robbie have started gentle jogging and swimming to get fit.  
We have a long way to go!  Lesley is organizing a home-schooling craft day 
today, and has been very busy, as usual, homemaking and teaching the 
children.  She has not found it easy to settle down to life here ‘post- UK’ but 
is pleased to see the children comfortable in their home environment again.    
Robbie will continue to preach over the next few months, and help out with 
College activities such as the Faculty Retreat on Saturday and the interviews 
for prospective students on the 31st� of October.  He continues to teach and 
preach, and pray and counsel at the Blantyre Sports Club, and had the 
privilege of leading a young man to Christ this morning (at the club), and a 
number of others to repentance and faith in Christ at church on Sunday.He 
also hopes to do some concentrated research on traditional practices in 

Baobab tree 
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Katie Wise shares her experience of recent Work Experience : 
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Malawi before College recommences. He has not played sport for two 
months now, since tearing a hamstring, but is still living on sweet memories 
of Gleneagles and the Old Course. �
� We all enjoyed the EBCoM graduation on Friday last week.  It was a 
wonderful celebration with 22 students graduating from College.  Three 
students made their mark as the first three graduates from one of the three 
year courses (Certificate) on the College extension programme.  We pray 
that all will go on to serve God faithfully wherever He calls them.�
� May you all know the Lord’s grace and love today and always.�
� Yours in Christ,�
� Robbie and Lesley, Rachel, Colin, Hope May, Jessie and Yamika �
����
Some Prayer Points:����
Thanksgiving for God’s provision for us to return to Malawi.    �
The provision of a reliable family type vehicle (soon!).�
God’s blessing on the home-schooling activities.�
The growth of ministry at the sports club and possible expansion to another 
club.     �
Perseverance for Lesley and Robbie in the face of disappointments and 
adversity. �
Clear direction for the Beaton family with regards to their future.�
Unity at EBCoM/clear direction for the future development of EBCoM. �
Clear vision and direction for the future direction of Zambesi Mission.�
�
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(Services will be conducted by our minister, the Revd Ray Coates,  
unless otherwise indicated) 

 
 

Nov 1 10.30am Family Service 
  “The Building of a nation” (Exodus 2) 
 

 

Nov 8  10.30am Remembrance Sunday    
  ‘Life as you always wanted’ (3) 
    ‘Praying and Confessing’ 
 
 
Nov 15 10.30am Thank Offering and Communion:   
  ‘Life as you always wanted’ (4)   
  “Meditating and seeking guidance’ 
 
 
 
Nov 22 10.30am Morning Worship 
    ‘Life as you always wanted’ (5) 
    ‘Practising servanthood; finding freedom’ 
 
 
Nov 29 10.30am Morning Worship 
    ‘Life as you always wanted’ (6) 
    ‘Going the distance’ 
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