Palm Sunday

It was Palm Sunday, but because of a sore throa
eight-year-old James stayed home from church w.
a neighbour. When the family returned home, they
were carrying several palm fronds. James asked th
what they were for. “People held them over Jdsesd
as he walked by,” his father told him.

"Wouldn't you know it," Johnny fumed, "the one Sand
don't go, and he shows up!"

At the end of the rector's pre-Lent sermon
he suggested, as an example to the rest

of the community, the congregation should
worship in an unheated church for the whole
of Lent. As they made their way out into the
chill Sunday air the rector addressed one
member of the congregation asking what
she had decided to give up for Lent.
"Church" she replied firmly.

...ARE YOUR SURE YOU
SHOULD GIVE UP GOING
TO CHURCH FOR LENT?!

| was going to give up chocolates for Lent - then
| thought of all those poor Cadbury workers and
their anxious shareholders...

b © CHRISTIAN CRACKERS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR by Phil Mason, published by Monarch e

From the Editor:

The April edition of Contact will appear on Marcl8tB. Copy, in
whatever format, should reach me by Sunday eveMargh 21st.
Sylvia
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“What | like most about my mom is that
she always supersizes her hugs."
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SPTREASURERS' December 2009 Il never forget my first experience using aC

REPORT | Income and Expenditure automatic car wastApproaching it with
the dread of going to the dentist, | pushed
the money into the slot, nervously

| checked and rechecked my windows,
' eased the car up to the line, and wa
Powers beyond my control began  :
# moving my car forward as if on a
conveyor belt. There | was, cocooned

inside, when a thunderous rush of wa

soap, and brushes hit my car from all

T T directions."What if | get stuck in here *
' or water crashes in?”l thought

% 78 i} 2222 irrationally. Suddenly the waters ceased.
% 22 After a blow-dry, my car was propelled into thesdé world again, clean
- — 76 i1 — and polished.
9 - 7 144 8 222 In the middle of all this, | remembered stormy tgria my life when i
T 5575 seemed | was on a conveyor belt, a victim forcg@ihé my controlCar

wash experiences,’l now call them. | remembered that whenever bpdh
9 - 7 6 8 . 2222 through deep waters my Redeemer had been withsimgltering me again it
9 - 7 8 ( 52 20 the rising tide. (Isaiah 43:2). When | came outtiee other side, which

always did, | was able to say with joy and conficeriHe is a faithful
- 9 & 2 22 God!”
; & 222 ) _ _ )
T > Are you in the middle of a car-wash experience?sfTfod to bring yo |

' through to the other side. You'll then be a shintagtimony of His keef
power.—Joanie Yoder
How wonderful to know that He
Who watches from above
Will always keep us sheltered in
$ o R : His ever-present love! King
% & Il

' (%)*+ % .
' -)&I0 1 2 - A tunnel of testing can produce

% 37)& "2 . :
% 45 a shining testimony
6 & /4 1,
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Gwen Davisgoes into hospital on March 7th for an operatinrher foot.
Bella Austin is finding it difficult to walk. Her legs are vepainful.

Ethel Sumner has been given a reprieve from her heart operaiibe
condition has not worsened and the consultant se# her again in thrge
months time.

Ray Coateshas a new puppy called Esther. She keeps him tBugyhe is
also suffering from a painful back—the result ofadah injury. He is waiting
for scan results to determine the cause.

It has been good to s8@emand her daughtd?at back in church again.

We need a ‘caretaker’ person following Sarah Broaslfs resignation. Prd)
that God will lead us to just the right person. {im know anyone whpp
might be interested?

Two of our congregation are attending the new Al@wurse run by S
Agnes. Pray for Ray and Vernon as they lead thepgro

Don’t forget the continuing needs of the despepseple in Haiti. Aid ig
now getting through, but the situation is almosergwhelming for the aif
workers.

As we all seek to share in the pastoral ministrthe
church at Tyndale, let us bear in mind the word
Mother Teresa:

“If you are kind, people will accuse you
selfish motives; be kind anyway. The good yoi4
today, most people will forget; do good anywsd
Give the world the best you've got and it may n¢
be enough; give your best anyway. In the f
analysis it's between you and God; it was ne
between you and them anyway.”
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Why don’'t we treat children as seriously as we odic® Once they were trusted to
-nurse sick relatives, keep household accountsn giad . o !

the family car, and help decorate the house, aef
| ing to a study of more than 300 parenting magaz
 from between 1920 and 2006.

I

|

|
. !
! Nowadays it seems that the only real responsi !
l'given to children is their homework, while m I
I‘chores’ are paid for, with British children eargi |
:some £700 million a year for them. |
| Yet Jeremy Todd, of the Parentline Plus helplimgsshat giving children chores:is
1 good for building their self-confidence. “Choresyalso teach children how to plpn
|the|r own time, and take into consideration otheeds,” he said. |

: How much responsibility do you give your child? How you judge what is safe 'to
glve them, and what is not?

I
| Is this an issue we might want to talk to each alsome time? - Ed i
i

If you have a depressed teenager draped arourtibtie, suggest he/she go to ped
before 10pm. The more that adolescents sleep,atterlit is for their mental health.
The study, in the journal Sleep, found that youaggle who get five or fewer hours
sleep a night are 71 percent more likely to sufguression - and even
2 think of suicide - than those who get eight howst @ night. Sleey
deprived young people are much less able to coffestriess and fin

O

it harder to engage with peers and adults. Theyrecmoody an

withdrawn.
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Lent spans March this year, and so Olave Snellongsiers the wilderness
as part of growing closer to God...

He went into a desert place....

From the gospels one thing is clear: Jesus ledsy bte. He preached,
taught, healed the sick and restored the demewthdrever he went, people
were astonished at his evident authority. The mebpd never seen a rabbi
like this before, and the report about him went ot every place in the
surrounding region.

But every so often, the gospels tell us, Jesus dvouwin his back on the

clamour and the crowds. He would take himself ofaitdeserted place. He
would give himself time to spend with his Fathehaaven. His oneness with
his heavenly Father was the secret of his power effettiveness of his

ministry.

Catherine Doherty in her amazing book 'Poustineéd@ates on that Russian
word, meaning 'desert’, a place to meet Christilentsprayer. Men and

women who desire communion with God can discovey tiee desert place

fulfils their yearning as they find him in silenaad solitude.

'Poustinia of the heart' can be an interiorizedsgioia which you can carry
always and everywhere. You can find it in the mtpleee, in the midst of
countless conferences, traffic jams or a hospitaldwMany Russian mystics
sought poustinia in a log cabin in a forest but gam find it in a favourite
chair in your own house, outside on a wooden beincla, garden or on a
retreat. But find itlJust as Hosea was wooed into the wilderness by tRerk
to hear him speak tenderly, be led of the Spitih ime desert place where you,
with your Master at your side, will find strengtbr fwvhat lies ahead.

As the gospels recordThen Jesus returned in the power of the Spait t
Galilee and news of him went out through all ther@unding region.” We
too, will find the spiritual power we need to lethe life to which God has
called us.
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interested in the young and old alike. When the kdbarn estate was
built, she was so upset that the council had théise homes, filled the
with young children and made no provision for theenplay. She woulg
often be seen outside her gate talking to the ydadg who were theip
playing football, inviting them along to Sunday seohetc. Through h '
influence one of the lads organised a sponsoredwitm the othe

children to raise money for the Church Building &uand they had |g
table and sold off some of their toys. Others wazddhplain and se

them on their way!

Lee was a very caring person, a good listeneroif jad a need or i
problem, she would be there for you. If she saad #he would pray fc
you, you knew that she would do so. But she way wetive in he
caring too. A number of our elderly folk were rgdtlessed by Lee ov§
the years. The three Miss Knights in Shinfield Rd|l Hoy after hi
wife died; Dolly Hendricks. Rev & Mrs Jeremiah, mame but a fe |
There were the young folk too; Timothy: Lee spemtis helping him t
read and write because he was dyslexic; helpingrstto learn Englis
Many of us could add our own testimonies to thés. ILee had a trug
sensitivity to those in need and would show herl@and care wit
regular telephone calls, letters in the post, some=t containing a wo
of scripture to bless and encourage.

When Lee came into a room, or if you visited, yawew she wai
genuinely pleased to see you, as her face lit gpshe gave one of ik
radiant smiles. What joy would have been on thedaaf the angels {5
she made her entrance into the presence of her dmmaddSaviour! Fo

her, truly the promise of scripture has been felfil

r

“God ... will wipe away every
tear from their eyes. There wil
be no more death or mourning
or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed
away.”

(Rev 21:4)
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LEE WETHERELL 31.7.19 - 23.1.10
The death of our dear friend Lee has

brought a deep sense of loss to many at

Tyndale. We remember with affection

and gratitude to God the life of our

longest serving member. The basic facts

are easy to note: she had been a member

of our Sunday School from the time of

its inception. She and Ted were married

at Tyndale on Dec 2nd 1939. They

remained at Tyndale even when the

family moved to Emmer Green for 20

years. She leaves a son, Neil, daughter-in-law &ignandsons Jo
and Paul, and great grand-daughter Lola.

It has been said that the ‘Church’ was Lee’s lifewas, but largely i
was the people who make up the church that becandifa. Sh
devoted so much of her time, her talents and hes, Ito caring fo
others.

Yes, she was a very loyal worker, serving as Eddbrthe churc
magazine for many years, typing it all out on aetypter on stencil
which then had to be run off on the old church ahapbr. The Women
meeting was blessed by her services as Secretady,part of he
responsibility was the daunting task of booking 8peakers each weg
Lee would also go to speak at other Women’s megtmgund Reading
Her presence in the church choir was also a gressttand blessing |
our worship. Together with Ted, they both workedrdhdor th

Christmas Bazaars and summer fetes. But all thednsething of whaj

she did for her Lord at the Church, it is only at g who she was.

Lee was essentially a people person, one who wahdde her faith wit
anyone who would listen. She was a great listeveerMuch of what sh
did was done in the background, often only knownh&y and th :‘
recipient. She had a natural love for young pedpbe and Ted woul
take some of the youngsters swimming with them wihey took Neil
A day out at the Aldershot Lido was a real treat.
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Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, when the

Church remembers how Jesus arrived at the gates of

Jerusalem just a few days before the Passover was

due to be held. He was the Messiah come to his own

people in their capital city, and yet he came imHity, riding on a young
donkey, not in triumph, riding on a war-horse.

As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave lim a
rapturous welcome, throwing palm fronds ijpto
his path. They knew his reputation as a hegler,
and welcomed him. But sadly the welcome yvas
short-lived and shallow, for Jerusalem wopld
soon reject her Messiah, and put him to death.

—

On this day churches worldwide will distribdte
little crosses made from palm fronds in menpry
of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem.

... with Lent and Palm Sunday in mind...

There is no higher priority in the believer’s lifean to delight himself in
the love of Christ.- Maurice Roberts

Of all the things that will surprise us in the Reeation morning, this |
believe, will surprise us most: that we did notda@hrist more before w
died. -JcRyle

11%

Our friends bring us to the grave and leave usdhbut God will not.
Anon

God fits our souls here to possess a glorious bdtdy; and He will fit
the body for a glorious soul.r sibbes
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March 14th - Mothering Sunday Don’t pick a fight with Mother — you won’t win

There is an old Jewish saying: The world’s view of family life:
God could not be everywhere, Most families have three rows a day — and mothians sore of them thgn
and therefore He made mothers. anybody else, a recent survey has found. Mothes sthout the loudest|—
and the longest
Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the So what gets a mother going? Undone household shonddren who treat
Gods - our human mothers - all of them have the house ‘like a hotel’, and husbands and partmdrs take them far
been part of the celebration of ‘Mothering granted. Fights flare up and last for an averagivefminutes. In all, mogt

families will spend 91 hours a year arguing. Moshkave the best staying

Sunday’ - as the fourth Sunday in Lent is ) : .
power when it comes to verbal invective, so watath 0

affectionately known.
Research has also found that daughters are the likelst to slam door$

during a row, while fathers take themselves ouftong drive in the car - {o

In Roman times, great festivals were held everyngpo honour Cybele, get away from all the noise.

Mother of all the Gods. Other pagan festivals indwr of Mother Earth _ _

| lebrated. With th val of Christiarthe festival b Researchers conclude that family arguments aretaplfe, and can have(a
were also C_ee rated. Wi € arrval o riStarine festival became vital role in letting off steam. However, they atlde do still think it is
one honouring Mother Church. worthwhile counting slowly to 10 sometimes.”

One in ten families was not on speaking terms with other at the time the

During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticedradtsmen or working survey of family rows was taken

as ‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one holidgayear on which to visit

their families - which is how ‘Mothering Sunday’tgts name. This specia What the BIBLE says about family life:

day became a day of family rejoicing, and the Lerfiéest was broken. In “Honour your father and mother” Exodus 20:12)
some places the day was called Simnel Day, bewiuke sweet cakes “Wives, submit to your husbands ...

called simnel cakes traditionally eaten on that day Husbands, love your wives, ....

Children, obey your parents ...."

Submit to one another, out of reverence for Ghris

Elowers Ephesi 5:21—6:4

There are women whose thoughtful husbands buy them (Ephesians 5:21—6:4)

flowers for no reason. And then there's me. Onel da

couldn't stand it any longer. "Why don't you eveng May God help all of us to live lifelis way, especially

me flowers?" | asked. o _ in our family life. There are so many pulls towatde
What's the point?" my husband said. "They die world’s view, that we must make a determined effort

after about a week." . , . .
"So could you," | shot back, "but I still like hiag to be ‘different’. This Lent would be a good time t

you around!" start.
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Youth Repor

Youth Work and Money

I'm going to be a bit cheeky this month and reprint (with a few minor
amendments) something | wrote last April. This is to explain again my policy
not to charge parents for camps and trips out directly - because | know that a
number of people (parents and others) have found it difficult to understand.
That seems strange to me, but maybe that's because | used to be an
accountant and so mucking about with numbers for the best result doesn't
worry me so much.

The thinking behind this policy is that parents
are too often asked to shell out for school trips,
youth outings, sports clubs, music groups and
so forth - and that the church should not be
adding to that pressure. Particularly on those
least able to afford it.

Of course, the money has to come from
somewhere and some of that needs to come
from parents, but we all share in responsibility
of the work with children and young people (we
say as much every year when we recommit to
our child protection policy) and so the best way
for those activities to be funded is through the
central youth budget. There are several
reasons for this:

The first one is Biblical: "All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one
claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything
they had." (Acts 4:32, NIV). That vision of how the early church operated
goes way beyond a few camp fees, but it includes the idea that everybody
contributed to all of the work of the church (and youth events are part of our
work). Also tied up with this is the concept that everybody gives as they are
able (2 Corinthians 8:3 - Paul writing to another church community). Nobody
should be pressured to give more than they are able, but if we all contribute
then nobody gets left behind.

There are also more earthly reasons:

I can easily spend half my life (and the salary that you pay me)
chasing parents for money for camp fees and outings. If the money is
handed over to Patrick as a free will offering instead, | have more
time to spend on actual youth work.

We can claim gift aid on a free will donation. We can't on a camp fee.

Just as a guide, it costs about £110 to take one young person (or leader) to
‘Soul Survivor’; £160 to take a year 6 child to ‘Its Your Move’ and about £50
per person for the ‘Ultimate Event’ weekend (inc food). An evening out
bowling or ice skating costs about £8 per person - and we usually try to do
about 6 of these per year (although we did cut back last year).

This is not to put pressure on those feeling the crunch; but for those of us
who are able to consider this aspect of our mission when we are planning our
giving to the church. As well as general giving, if you would like to direct
money (either for your child or somebody else's) directly into the youth fund,
please label it "youth work" and it will be allocated appropriately.

Two years ago, because of the failure of some funding that we had expected
to receive, we had to make an appeal to the church and you generously
responded. Last year we managed to avoid doing that, but part of the solution
is to keep people informed of what things cost, so we can all plan
accordingly.

Every Blessing - Ray.

1"
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Sumndays lin Marelh—

(Services will be conducted by our minister, thed¥eay Coates,
unless otherwise indicated)

Mar 7 10.30am Family Service

Mar 14 ¥ 10.30am Mothering Sunday Family Communion:
@ Lent (3) “Be meek” (Matt 5:5)

11.30am _Reading Marathon (1hr all-Age service)
Lent (4) “Be righteous”

10.30am _Palm SundayThe Rev Sylvia Stevenson
will lead our worship and bring us God'’s
Word.

7.00pm  RCN event at the Globe.
“My house shall be a house of prayerf.

11.00am  Good Friday reflection

10.30am Easter Day Communion

" # $
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