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If you have agreed to supply flowers for any paitic Sunday, please give # $
your money to Sharon Bethel the Sunday before. I % & (
. . . L# ! !
Sharon will be taking a break from arranging th | )
church flowers during the months of July and Augist '
* + ,'_ #
+
# !
((
! # (
( ( ( o #$
!
# Pl !
1
The weekly church flowers are donated by membdftseathurch and 234 5
congregation, to honour God in the sanctuary arsbal 46
to mark significant anniversaries in their lives. 7 |
The flowers are distributed by Megan on Mondayragxpression of ou ( b
love, to members of the church and the wider coritgnun (( # 6
! 8 (( 9
!
I !
From the Editor: 4
The July/August edition of Contact will appear am@ay June 28 Copy, $ (11
in whatever format, should reach me by Sunday agehine 2% | cannot ' 0/ | (
0

promise to include late entries, unless given pwarning.
We are now entering the holiday season. May eathus find #
refreshment and renewal, whatever form our holidake.
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3FTREASURERS April 2009
REPORT | Income and Expenditure

Totalincomereceivedor April was£6,051.81Included in this total is of-
fertory income o£3,832.65 This was £253 below target and brings the
total shortfall in our offertory income to datefib, 713

The breakdown of total income is detailed belowhim table;

S %& ' ( )*)

Theexpenditure for April was £6,506.44T hese included

Monthly payroll of £3,539

Offertory donations to BMS & Home Mission of £278
Monthly donation to First Steps of £60

Monthly buildings/ contents cover £119

Repairs & Maintenance of £415

Manse expenses £439

Pangbourne Silver Band Evening (share of proce&i&}
Home Mission (Donations from bottle fund) £54
Stationery £45

Patrick Osei—Treasurer
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It was a great joy to welcome a visit fralohn and Beryl Stevengo
our morning service on MMay. John was Minister at Tyndale until he left
in 1972 to go to Peacehaven, and Beryl was heagisésat Whiteknights
primary school. It was so good to catch up withrthews, but sad to hear
that John is recovering from a severe heart atiackkidney problems, but
is making good progress. Now retired, they arengjvin sheltered housing
accommodation in Worthing.

(as reported last month, Debra Cousins and thdyfdraive moved to Devon)
Debbie writes —
“Unfortunately Wales did not work our for us — mbi due to schools for Megs
and also language barriers!...we found a beautifuhdmlow in Devon, in a little
village called Bridestow. Megan started schooKatly College in Tavistock and
really loves it, so although it is early days itedofeel better! (a few of the YPF
went to BMS summer school in Tavistock in 1977 allxstayed in Kelly College!)
Paul and | are getting to take some time out arplaee the area, Megs has
found a Guide unit to join. Dad continues to dohaeld Adrian is enjoying
the opportunity to do some gardening and explorerdaor with the dog.
If you are in the area anytime, it would be lovielysee you.”

We praise God for the provision of this beautifohte for the family and
pray His blessing on them all as they settle intoew life and all that it
entails in Devon.

Sarah Hall writes-

I have moved! | am sitting in my new lounge witle thun streaming through
the patio doors — | am very blessed by all thatlttvel is doing in my life and
by all your prayers and concern for me over thef@as months....

My office base is in Hemel, | will be at the htslpin Watford for 3 clinics
— 1 to give babies their BCG’s (only those whoseilfas come from overseas)
and 2 where I'll be testing people for TB and tiielfowing them up. | have a
lot to learn! | also have to develop the job seelyot some ideas but will need
lots more and lots of creativity.

So having moved, | now need to find a new churahent to one on
Sunday where there are 17 different nationalitlesvas great to be in such a
mixed crowd of witnesses to the love of Jesus..canltl see myself settling
there, but want to be where the Lord has prepared.

And so | start a new chapter of my life. You'Mebakn very important to
me in the last 11+ years and | thank you againdibof your support and care.
Together we were able to do the Lord’s work in $izgnand Guinea and | know
that He is smiling because of what we've beennilto do together.

Please do keep in touch - Sarah Hall, 2 Dara House, Belmont Road

Hemel Hempstead, HP3 9FZ, 01442 235996




Prayer of faith — James 5: 13 — 16

Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. g ane happy? Let him sing songs
of praise! Is any one sick? He should call the eddw the church to pray over him..
.in the name of the Lord....The prayer of a rightemas is powerful and effective!

It is a great privilege and responsibility to prfay one another and a
joy to report on answered prayers.

Sylvia Stevensongives thanks that her back surgery has been a
success. She is free of the terrible sciatic pathia gradually getting
mobile again. Please continue to pray as she bataeact removed on
9" June.

Joyce Pageis once again able to drive her car, which enabids
her and David to be more independent, although #reyboth still
suffering many difficulties.

Ebenezeris home from hospital! Praise the Lord! May Godskle
him and strengthen him, and restore him to fullltheand strength
once more.

Ahn has returned to the University to complete herelegPlease
pray for her as she still struggles with healthbtems, that she can
apply herself and complete what she started a nuoflhy@ars ago.

We offer our sincere sympathy kbaureen and Brian Keebleon the
sudden death of Brian's daughter and assure thaimttan family of our
prayers at this difficult time.

Our young peopleare all in the midst of their exams at the
moment, so it is a stressful time for them, butapke remember the
adults too who are also facing exanfatrick will be taking his
Accountancy exams this montRrisca will complete her first year at
University

Abraham is coming to the end of his second yes@mes and
John will be leaving to go home for the summer. Godsblgou all!
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1
i Worried that your life is changing beyond recall?
1
1 A wise farmer rotates his crops: no one thing &haiways be grown in tHe
'same place. Change and diversity are the key wp-term health. It is the
same for us: for us to be at our most productive, w
must not be surprlsed if God suddenly rests us fgg.
growmg corn’, and gives us something else to #&"
i Often it is something we would never |mag|ned"
I .
iLife is lived in seasons: in each of our lives,réhis a time to do this, a time
'to do that. Too many of us lose our sense of setfiwand direction because
we don’t understand when we’re leaving one seasdreatering another |n
Ilfe We struggle and want to hang on to what we. iBut sometimes Gad
wants to give us something new, to make us produeti every stage of our
ilife. God will never put you in a place too smallgrow. You may be asked
1to grow in ways that seem uncomfortable at firat,lie is out to develop ydu
ifully, in every aspect of your being — not just tbees at which you ate
'already good!

Editor: Here is a prayer which is as relevant &aydas it was 18 centuries ago

Courage to die for You

There is brutal persecution of Christians today in many parts of the world. To them
the prayer of a man who died nearly 18 centuries ago would be very
relevant....Cyprian of Carthage was martyred during the terrible persecutions of the
Roman Empire in 258.

We believe and trust, Lord, that at the
time of terrible persecution, you will
hear and answer our prayers with the
utmost urgency. We pray with all our
hearts that you will give us courage to
remain true to the gospel, and proclai
your name right up till the moment of
death. Then may we emerge from the®™

snhares of this world with our souls

unscathed, and rise from the darkness of the wottdyour glorious light.




i May 28" 2009 Update onlLaura Wise

!Laura and Jonny are now into week 1
(their trip and have driven with Ro
- Sharland through the Rift Valley to Kisu !
:Laura texted me while on the journey to FSEEe)
Ime they were passing Zebra, Impala §
iBaboons on the road. They were staying
guest house in Kisumu and did sop
I sightseeing, including standing on the equii’
|and meeting Mama Sarah, Barak Obama's
-grandmother. Laura said she was very nice andlamlda that she Wés
-now African as she was wearing her Lasso. |

! On Wednesday they went to a village about 70 kées fron]'
(Kisumu and it was here that Laura experienced hst fvave o
“homesickness. She is staying on a farm and hasdyeen a chickeh
!which she has called "Beans". However thanks toutigent request
Ifor prayer to Tyndale’s Prayer Intercessors, thgt rday she was
ifeellng much better. They went to a wedding whitle said wa's
-hilarious as apparently the bridegroom could bdlaat he had tWD
' "Muzunga (white people) at his wedding.

| Laura has also learnt even more new skills folimwon from the
‘Christian Women in Development Conference wherg tlearnt td
-make natural medicines, soap and shoe polish. Shenow carry
I firewood on her head! She has also preached ahtlneh! They plaf
(to visit some more villages and then they will ratwo Nairobi on
‘June 20th when they are hoping to go on safari @dimb Mountl
!Kenya. Keep watching the Prayer Board for news dsvelops angl
Ithank you to all who are praying for Laura and joas they are
iputting into practice those skills they have besarring. '
: Sara Wis¢
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BMS World Mission

As you may remember, Sarah Hall returned home
and is now working in Watford. Accordingly, we,
in partnership with our friends at Abbey Baptist
Church sought to establish a new Link Up. This has
now been arranged and our new link is a young

¢ lady named Anne. BMS World Mission is a
BMS member of an international association of
organisations serving the people of Tunisia with
compassion and excellence in the name and spirit
of Jesus. They do this through training and capacit
building that fosters wholeness and transformatiRmojects in which
BMS personnel are involved include the managemémoommunity
development initiatives working in the areas of Itkgaagriculture,
children with disabilities and education.

Anne is involved with developing the teaching aadivities in
creative workshops for people with learning diffi@s. Anne is a
trained teacher and taught at a primary schooldsek prior to her
serving with BMS.

Her personal interests are craft activities, iditlg card making.
She is musical and plays the flute. She likes thidawor life, especially
walking, Anne also enjoys the cinema and readirg &ks that we
uphold her in prayer with particular reference wapting to new
projects and building key relationships. Please play for wisdom in
developing work.

If anyone wishes to write to Anne you can see thate would be
much that can be shared. However we do have tatefut and some
sensitivity is required in our communication. THere | would ask
that if you do wish to write to Anne that you tatk me first as | can
elaborate on the guidelines to be used.

If you wish to know more of the work of BMS WorMission
please speak to me or Gwen, or if you wish to cftgrport by way of
the Birthday Scheme, Cath Talbot has details.

Please continue to uphold Anne and the work of BiMS/our
Prayers.

waorld mission

Peter Davis




Youth Stuff - June 2009

So, the summer season is under way, and the fi
our camps took place over the weekend of the

st o
 Oth

May at the Ultimate Event in Alton Towers. In the

end, we took 11 young people, including sev

friends for a day on the roller-coasters an

Christian concert in the evening. In the past

have travelled up early on the Saturday

returned on Sunday. This time we decided to tn
up on the Friday night, so that we could spend éoraj the event (and al
avoid any car problems - remember my radiator flashyear?).

Once again, again Compassion were sponsoring thet end encouragin
us to get blue in the face about child poverty (olate with blue fac
paints). They also have an inventive new way ofnspdang a child fo
anybody with a mobile phone and an interest in aocietworking
[www.blueintheface.org.gk

As well, as thrilling roller-coaster rides and ame® bands (culminating
great rock music from American bands, Superchiak ldntless), we saw
demonstration of football freestyling from recordider Daniel Magnes
who will also be appearing at the Party in Forbiark on 20th June
running workshops and showing his skills.

Ray Ellis

Parents—LOOK AWAY!!
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The good thing about prayer is that there’s onlg way to go
wrong, and that'siot to do it. The best way to do it is to just
get on and do it. If prayer at its simplest lexglistening to
God and talking to him, you don’t need long boaks&ll you
how to do it, you just need a conviction that pragea good
thing to do, that you’re someone God wants to Ifreen and
that he’s worth talking to.

Is prayer a good thing to do? Never mind for themeot about wheth
prayer ‘works’ or not: Jesus prayed and he encaatdnys disciples to pr
too, so if we're following him, we need to be prayi Full stop.

Are you someone God wants to hear from? The mes¥ate Bible is th
however unworthy, sinful and useless we may feehwaman beings, G
can't wait to hear from us and is sitting on thgedf his seat like a lov
struck teenager, hand poised ready to pick uptioagthe second it rings.

Is He worth talking to? He's the one person whowsas inside out, t
one person with infinite power at his fingertipsetone who has the tr
perspective on an entire world’s story. Not a shaichine to pay into in t
hope of one day getting ‘an answer to prayer’,ébperson. Who likes us.

How might you begin to pray? What sort of a peramyou? Do you like
good gossip? Then gossip to God. Are you the steilegt type? Then
silent in his presence. Say hello... say the LoRtayer ... say ‘Oh God’ a
mean it... deliberately be silent and still for animute ... read a story fro
Gospel and imagine what you would say to Jesuguifwere there... tell hi
about what is worrying you or thrilling you ... mpthe great pray-ers of t
Bible and of the Church... write a letter to himlisten and look for a fe
moments in a place you consider holy... You cao’tngong. Prayer is goofll.
God longs to hear from you. He's worth it.

Everybody wants to get to Heaven
but nobody wants to die.




—Sumndays in June 2009

(All Services will be conducted by our minister,
the Revd Ray Coates, unless otherwise indicated)

June 7  10.30am _Family Worshipwith the Reading Schools
Workers

June 14 10.30am __Church Anniversary Service
Guest preacher—Steve Goss

(NB ‘Bring and Share’ lunch . Please plan to joins)

June 21 10.30am Family Communion Service

‘A journey through Acts’
! “In Jesus’ Name”(Acts 3:1-10)

June 28 10.30am _Morning Worship
‘A journey through Acts’
“Standing up for our beliefs{Acts 4:1-22)

Now what

Mother, admonishing her little girl who had beemdhed
an orange by their hostNow what do you say, dear?”

Little girl, carefully handing the orange backtte host:
“Peel it.”
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Church Members’ Meeting

June 18th at 7.30pm

Songs of Praise at Christ the King

Sunday June 7th at 6.00pm

Reading Christian Network

Spring Day in Forbury Gardens

Sat June 20th at 12.00 noon to 6.00pm

Elders’ Meeting

Tues June 29 at 9.00am

Leaders’ Meeting

Tues June §' at 7.30pm
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