
 

 

From the Editor: 
The September edition of Contact will appear on September 6th 2009. Copy, 
in whatever format, should reach me by Sunday evening Aug 30th. 2009. 
 Have a truly blessed summer break and come back refreshed for all that 
God has for us to do in His service in the autumn months. 

 Sylvia 

Sharon Bethel, who arranges the church flowers for 
us each week,  is taking a break this year during the 
months of July and August.  No one has responded 
to our request for offers to cover this period. So, we 
have invested in a lovely display of silk flowers for 
the church.  

Of course, if any church member would like to provide fresh flowers for 
the sanctuary on any week, they are welcome to do so, if they agree to 
set up the display themselves. 

Perhaps this is a good opportunity to explain that, traditionally, church 
flowers have been provided by church members on the occasion of the 
anniversary of a loved one’s death, the birthday of someone special, or a 
way of honouring God by helping to beautify the sanctuary. On 
Mondays the flowers are distributed by Megan, to members of the 
church and congregation who have been unable to attend the Sunday 
service, as an expression of our love and care.. 

Another issue is that the cost of fresh flowers has risen dramatically in 
the last year and it is proving difficult to shop for suitable blooms. 

Does anyone have any ideas how we might approach this problem?   
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country. This band were playing, singing about Jesus moving mountains and 
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Elders and Deacons ‘Away’ Day 

 
On July 4th at East Ilsley Baptist Church 

 
Led by Rev Jon Stannard (Newbury Baptist Church) 

 
Please pray that our leaders will be blessed and refreshed 

for the service to which they have been appointed. 

New Deacons: 
 
At the last Church Meeting, three of our members were elected to 
the office of Deacon in this church. 
 
1. ANN KEATS -  Ann has already served us for three years 
 and was eligible for a further period of three years before 
 taking a compulsory ‘sabbatical’. Ann uses her artistic gifts 
 in the creating of the ‘special’ church greetings cards 

2.  MARY OSHO - is new to the office, but has been offering 
 her financial experience as a member of the Finance 
 committee. Mary is the mother of four boys and committed 
 to living life God’s way. Currently unemployed, she has a 
 desperate need for work. Please join in praying that God will 
 supply her every need in this worrying time 

3.  ANAND RADIAH  - was born in India of Christian parents 
 and came to personal faith at the age of 17. He has held 
 positions of leadership in his home church as Leader of the 
 Youth Church. As he joins our leadership team, we pray that 
 his gifts and experience will be a blessing to us all, and the 
 wider community that we seek to serve here at Tyndale.. 
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Ina Mutton writes: “I would very much like to thank you 
all for your cards and best wishes for my birthday. I had 
a lovely day, went out with my daughter Joan and 
husband, to a garden centre for lunch, and bought some 
bedding plants for the garden. I came home and Averil 
gave me a birthday tea: all in all a lovely day.” 

 ********************************************  

     It is with great joy that we share the following:  
 

It has been so interesting to follow Laura’ s travels in Kenya these last 
months, and we continue to pray for her during these last weeks which will 
be less work, but more sight seeing before she returns home on 20th July. Do 
keep an eye on the prayer board where regular updates are posted. 
 Congratulations to Prisca and Abraham who have already received 
their exam results and gained good results. 
 It has been good to welcome Annabelle back, as she has returned from 
Nigeria to complete her studies here and is staying with Ibby and her family. 
 Ebenezer continues to make progress, gaining strength slowly. Together 
with the family he would like to thank everyone for their prayer support 
during this difficult time. We look forward to hearing Ebenezer share his 
testimony with us, giving God the glory for HIS miracle working power that 
has carried him through. 

 
 

Sylvia’s cataract operation did not go ahead as planned, but is now arranged 
for the 21st July. 
 We were very sorry to learn that our friends, Mike, Della and their son 
Kevin who attend the sales and brunches, were involved in the accident in 
Oxford Road, when a van crashed into the bus queue. Mike and Della 
escaped serious injury, but Kevin sustained a fracture to his pelvis and is in 
hospital. All are suffering from the shock of the accident. Please uphold this 
family and others that were involved in prayer, even as we thank God that 
there were no fatalities and more serious injuries sustained in this accident. 

 

Rose Agar wishes to be remembered to all those that knew her, and al-
though she has been unable to fellowship with us for several years, she 
enjoys hearing the news of the life of the church and reading this maga-
zine. Her son Trevor  who cares for her, has been unwell for some time 
now, so please pray for both Rose and Trevor, that God will strengthen 
and heal them and that they will know His love and peace in their lives. 
 Diane Kerrigan has not been at all well recently, but would like to 
thank all friends for the beautiful birthday cards and best wishes that she 
received. 
 Jonathan Tagoe has had an operation on his foot and is once again 
on crutches. We pray for accelerated healing so that the foot will be strong 
and that he will be fully mobile once again 
 
PENTECOST PRAYER ROOMS. 
It was so encouraging to see so many people making use of the rooms and 
to receive reports of the blessings received. ‘An oasis of tranquillity’; ‘a 
place to be still’; ‘a real sense of God’s Spirit present’ etc. We would like 
to thank Averil, Ann and Sharon for setting up the rooms. If you did not 
make use of this facility, it is to be well recommended and we hope to 
offer it again later in the year. 

Megan 

 
 

Over the Pentecost weekend, prayer room were set up in the hall upstairs and in 
Ray’s office downstairs. The aim of the rooms was to inspire people to pray 
using aids, showing various ways in which we can come close to God. The 
theme of the rooms was to show the development of our walk with God 
beginning at the Cross where we first met with Jesus in love and repentance. 
From there we commit our lives to following Him and at Pentecost we 
remember how Jesus poured out His Spirit on the Church. 

Having received the Holy Spirit we learn to live in His light and our lives reflect 
this in our interaction with others, firstly our own families, our Christian family 
in the local church, learning to build relationships with each other (as we learnt 
during the Lent Course), extending to the world around , through our own 
community, Reading, the UK and eventually to the world.  

I hope this has been a blessing to you as it was to me and the team who 
constructed it. My thanks go to Ann, Sharon and Megan without whose help I 
could not have done it, and to Ray, for offering us the use of his office while he 
was away. 

Averil 
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Due to the increasing amount of Prayer Requests Megan has been receiving 
during our Sale Days, it was decided to start a ‘Prayer Stop’ in the church 
for anyone wishing to have prayer with someone or just to leave a prayer 
request. You may have noticed on the notice board how many more we get 
nowadays. The requests for people to be prayed with, has been slow, but I 
feel will increase when this get more established. 
 
I was wondering if any of you would like to support this in any way, as I’d 
like the Team to grow. Prayer cover is always a must, and at present, this is 
done largely by the Intercessory Prayer team in East Reading, and in a few 
others not involved with Tyndale. I would 
also like to see the Prayer requests divided 
up and given to those who would like to 
pray for them on a regular basis each 
month. (This is done at Greyfriars and we 
are seeing many answered prayers. Also, if 
you would be interested in praying with 
people during the Sale times, then please 
let me know. 

Averil (Ina Mutton’s daughter) 

 

BMS World Mission 
 

As you are aware, we at Tyndale support BMS both 
financially and in prayer. Our financial support comes 
from our weekly offering by way of the Church 
budget and through our individual support of the 
Birthday Scheme. From time to time appeals are 
made in respect of disasters that strike. Often a 
disaster impacts on the lives of those who are already 
struggling. So in addition to supporting our Mission 
workers and partner agencies we are showing the 
Love of Christ by way of disaster relief. 

 During 2008 BMS World Mission were 
able to send over £300,000 in relief grants to help those whose lives, homes 
and livelihoods had been devastated. Here are some of the ways this money 
was used.  

£12,000 to Afghanistan to provide wheat seed to farming co-operatives in the 
north west of the country to help restock fields after famine. 

£50,000 to Burma to help with immediate needs resulting from the 
devastating effects of Cyclone Nargis in May. 

£15,000 to China to provide tents, blankets, medicines, food and water for 
the homeless following an earthquake in Sichuan province in May. 

£23,400 to Zimbabwe for a feeding programme for 3,000 people facing 
starvation. 

£40,000 to India to help Christians in Orissa whose homes, shops and 
churches had been attacked by Hindu extremists. 

£5,700 to Haiti to help some of the poorest families who, as a result of a 
series of hurricanes and subsequent flooding, could not afford annual school 
fees for their children. 

Just a few reasons why we should continue to uphold the work of BMS in 
prayer and to keep up the financial support not only through the Church 
budget but also the Birthday Scheme and personal giving. For more details 
talk to  Gwen, Cath Talbot or  Myself. 

Peter Davis 



 

 

 
Update on Laura Wise as at June 17 2009 

 
33 days left in Africa! EEK! Talking to my African 
Mama this morning made me realise how hard 
fitting back in is going to be ..How am I supposed to 
cope with fixed prices and comfortable public 
transport?! 

Life has been very hectic in the past week. After 
recovering from the flu we moved out of Kisumu to 
a very remote community in the heart of Asembo (a 

2hr journey in a matatu and the back of a motorbike. Not the safest way to 
travel but rather exhilarating and dusty!) Asembo is a very traditional and 
beautiful part of Nyanza province very close to Lake Victoria, which means 
authentic Luo huts and millions of mosquitoes. However at lunch time on our 
second day our hosts' elderly mother died, which meant we had to come back 
to Kisumu after only 2 nights in Asembo. Which is a bit disappointing, but 
meant we could tour Nyanza and Western with the charity director and his 
family who drove down from Kisumu for a week. 

I will really miss Kisumu when I'm back in Nairobi on Monday, it is so 
vibrant and African and I'm so used to things here. I get pretty annoyed when 
people explain what 'karibu' means and assume that because Im white I've 
just stepped off the plane. The racial assumptions people make are no longer 
shocking but still grate sometimes. And the money issue never changes, it 
surrounds everything you do with communities and doesn't get easier, even 
though we've toughened up considerably.  

The last few weeks here are going to be pretty hectic, next week in Nairobi is 
preparing for Mt Kenya (early morning runs in the pollution of nairobbery, 
yay!) and spending time with our Kenyan family. Then Mt Kenya (if I make 
to the top it will be a miracle!) and safari and then going back to the coast by 
myself, which is exciting but nerve-wracking (mainly 3 flights in a small 
scary aircraft without JJ to hold my hand! I pity the person sat next to me..) 
I’m excited about coming home and seeing everyone (although I apologise in 
advance for the Kenyan English and kiswahili that will fall into conversation 
and make understanding me difficult!) and feeling like an alien in my own 
country. Although officially I now live in Kenya as I have registered for alien 
status to avoid the hassle of a work permit when my visa expired. Nina 
mafrika sasa. Anyway, mchana salama and see you in just over a month! 

Wako,   

Twigz/Laura x 

 

Is your faith a bit shaky?  Here’s how to grow it... 
 
From time to time we may come across people who say to us ‘I wish I had 
your faith’. We may know deep down, however, that our own faith is rather 
shaky, not to say downright weak. So the challenge is: how can we build up 
our own faith to be a solid basis for how we live our lives? 
 
We can grow as Christian disciples in a number of ways – prayer, attending 
church, and especially fellowship with other believers. But what about 
reading the Bible? Bible reading can become one of those things we know 
is good for us, but we can’t quite get round to. We may feel we don’t have 
enough time; we don’t know where to begin; and when we do actually pick 
up a Bible, we can’t make head or tail of it! 
 
If we think of it another way, though, Bible reading is not a chore like 
weeding the garden, but essential for spiritual health and well-being, rather 
like a well-balanced meal. If we’re really busy, it may seem too much 
bother to stop for a decent meal. Or we may be tempted to grab something 
on the run, which ends up giving us indigestion. Like reading the Bible, 
eating well is an essential part of keeping healthy and we neglect it at our 
peril. 
 
What practical steps can we take to do something about this? First of all, 
we should admit to ourselves that reading the Bible may well be more than 
simply a matter of opening the book and reading it. Some parts of Scripture 
are very accessible to most people while others are far removed from our 
world and our personal experience. 
 
Secondly, we can make use of the wide range of Bible reading aids avail-
able. Study Bibles, commentaries, daily notes and other resources all teach 
us about the Bible and help us apply it to our lives. As we continue to read 
the Bible, whether alone or in the company of others, so the Spirit works 
within us to instruct our hearts, inform our minds and strengthen our faith.  
And as we become more and more familiar with God’s written Word, al-
most imperceptibly we find the presence of the living Word transforming 
our walk of discipleship. 
 
There are many Bible reading resources. For just some, visit: 
www.biblereadingnotes.org.uk  
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Grows 

The fastest growing thing in nature is a fish – from the time the 
fisherman catches it until the time he can tell someone all about it. 



 

 

Hi, all, 

This month a little insight into my annual dilemma (for the last 15 years - 
not just at Tyndale).  
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The following is a letter that parents should already have seen, but this 
month I'm sharing it with all of you, because (as we say each year at our 
AGM) "our work with children and young people is the responsibility of 
the whole church". So, although parents do have a responsibilty (if they are 
able) to contribute towards camps and events, I hope that some of you will 
also see the value of what is being achieved through these and want to help 
to grow this ministry:  
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Cost of the following (per person and including food and transport, where 
offered):  

1.  ‘Ultimate Event'  - (year 7 and above) - £50  

2. ‘Soul Survivor' -  (year 7 and above) - £120  

3. ‘Its Your Move' -  (year 6 only) - £110  

4. ‘Evenings out' -  (year 6 and above) - £8 each (about 6 a year)   
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Parents:  
Please pay as much as you feel you can afford to "Tyndale Baptist Church" 
and hand to Patrick Osei (treasuer). Please mark the envelope "Youth 
Grant", so that we can allocate it properly in the accounts. If you are a tax 
payer, please ensure that we have your name and address, so that we can 
boost the donation by 28%. Please note this is a donation, not a camp fee, 
and is a contribution to taking the group. You do not have to pay for your 
child to get a place (but obviously if nobody pays we can't go).  

 

Congregation:  
Youth and children's work is part of the ministry of the whole church 
and not just parents - particularly for families that would find these 
difficult to afford and so that friends can be invited . Contributions are 
therefore welcome from all church members. Please see details above.  

Youth budget: 
We have one of these and some of it does go towards camps and trips. 
But its not huge.  

Outside Grants: 
Where possible we will apply for these. But they are time consuming 
and haven't been very successful in the past. If we do get a grant for a 
particular camp I will let you know.    

Frequently Asked Questions    
1.  When should I pay?  -  Any time that you are able, but preferably 
 before the camp / trip takes place.  

2. Can I spread payments (a little bit each month, or when I get 
 paid)?  - Yes.   

3. Can I pay by direct bank transfer?  - Yes. Please mark the 
 reference field "Youth Grant", so that we can properly allocate it. 
 Please ask Ray Ellis or Patrick Osei for our account details. 

4. Can I set up a regular payment of a small amount to contribute 
specifically to the youth ministry?  Yes! Please see payment details 
above and mark "Youth Grant". 

 Ray Ellis—Youth Leader 

Oral hygiene 
 
Grandfather noticed his five year old granddaughter out in 
the garden brushing the family dog’s teeth.  When he 
asked her what in the world she was doing, she re-
plied quickly:  “I’m brushing Sooty’s teeth.  
But don’t worry, grand-pa – I’ll put your 
toothbrush back, like I always have.” 



 

 

(Services will be conducted by our minister, the Revd Ray Coates, unless 
otherwise indicated) 

 
July 5 10.30am    Family Service:  “A journey through 
  Acts’ (1) “The POWER of PRAYER” -  
  (Acts 4:24-37) 

 

 
July 12  10.30am Morning worship:  
  Visit of the Beaton Family from Malawi 

 

 
July 19 10.30am Morning Communion:  “A journey  
    through Acts’ (2) “The case against Ananias 
    and Sapphira”  (Acts 5:1-10) 
 
 
 
 

July 26   ����������	
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   10.30am  Morning Worship: 
     ‘Belonging to God’s Community - (1) 
     “Ruth”      
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Our Holiday series for the next 5 weeks will look at  
the implications of belonging to God’s community, 

 and the lives of three great kings 
 

 
Aug 2 10.30am Family Service:  
     ‘Belonging to God’s Community - (2) 
    “Feeding of the 5,000” 
     
 
 
Aug 9 10.30am Family Service:  
     ‘Belonging to God’s Community - (3) 
     “The Wedding at Cana” 
 
 
 
 
Aug 16 10.30am Family Communion Service: 
     Great kings (1) - David 
 
 
 
 
Aug 23 10.30am Family Service:  
    Great kings (2) - Solomon 
 
 
 
Aug 30 10.30  Family Service: 
    Great kings (3) - Jesus 
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