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From the Editor: 

We wish all our readers a very happy holiday period. May you find new 
strength and refreshment in whatever way you spend these next weeks. 

The September edition of Contact will appear on August 29th. Copy, in 
whatever format, should reach me by Sunday evening August 22nd. 

Sylvia 

Some miscellaneous observations:  
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From our M inister From our M inister From our M inister From our M inister     Dear Friends, 

The major topic of conversation over these last 10 
days has been the World Cup and England’s poor 
performances. As I write I’m not sure whether we 
have got through to the knock out stages, which 
every football fan expects!  
  The first major talking point was our 
goalkeepers mistake which cost us the first game 
against the USA. Robert Green, has not been the 
only goalkeeper to make big mistakes however, so 
far he is the only one who has lost his place in the team. The pundits now 
debate how this will affect his career and most seem to think from an 
England point of view it’s over!  Was that the right decision? The thing is, 
everyone makes mistakes, but not when millions of people are watching you 

make a howler! 
It was good to see that Robert Green freely 
admitted his mistake; he took full responsibility, he 
didn’t blame the new ball that many people are 
moaning about. “A man who refuses to admit his 
mistakes can never be successful.  But if he 
confesses and forsakes them, he gets another 
chance.” (Proverbs 28:13) .   
The footballing nation needs to recognise that he 

has taken the first steps on the road to recovery. The Gospel teaches us that 
when we make a mistake, we should admit it, learn from it and not be afraid 
to try again.  Some of the greatest characters in the Bible made some huge 
blunders in their lives. Let’s remember that Abraham, Moses and David from 
the Old Testament and Peter the Disciple, all recovered from terrible faux 
pas!  
  As Christians we should learn from these stories that God uses 
personal errors to turn them into great strengths.  The mistakes we make may 
only be known to ourselves. What we do with them is our choice. We could 
ignore them, or remember that our God is the God of the second chance, let’s 
hope and pray that all footballers and we ourselves learn from them so we 
don’t make the same mistake again, failure is not unredeemable. 

Ray 
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MAY 2010  
Income and Expenditure 
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Mere coincidence? 
 
The Rev. Robert Hindle was at one time the Minister 
of a Baptist Church in an outlying district of 
Manchester, and when in the pulpit one Sunday 
morning, it occurred to him that he had not seen Old 
John in his usual place for three Sundays. In a large 
church it is very difficult for a minister to keep an eye 
on all the individual members.   On the Monday he went to the house to make 
enquiries and was told that Old John went out three weeks ago and had not 
returned or been heard of since. 
 The next Sunday came round and still no news of the gentleman, but a 
friend came up and said “I want you to give this (He handed him a 
Sovereign) to Old John, I fancy he needs it.” Mr. Hindle demurred at this 
commission, telling the friend that he had tried but failed to trace the old 
man. The friend pressed the matter, however, saying that the Lord had 
definitely told him to pass the Sovereign on to Old John. 
 The following day Mr. Hindle had an appointment to visit a sick member 
on the other side of the city, but in the early morning received a telegram 
cancelling the arrangement. He decided to go anyway on the Tuesday, and in 
a strange part of the city, while trying to find the road of his sick parishioner, 
he ran into Old John. 
 Old John’s story was that a month ago he had gone to see his sister for 
the day, but while there fell ill. The sister fell ill too while looking after him, 
and both being very poor they got into financial straits and did not know what 
to do. Just casually the old man remarked: “I had a dream about you 
yesterday morning. I dreamt I saw you go to the door to receive a telegram 
and the thought came to me at once that God was going to use you to help us 
in our need.” 
 Then Mr. Hindle told him of the telegram, but for which he certainly 
wouldn’t have met him on that Tuesday morning, and he handed him the 
Sovereign which the friend had given him, under the distinct guidance of 
God. 

Thus we see God working: 
1. In the heart of the Minister on behalf of the old man. 
2. In the heart of the friend who gave the sovereign 
3. In the circumstances of the sick member who’d sent the telegram. 
4. In the dream of the old man himself., and all quite independent of each      
other. 
Mere coincidence? 
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Sharon Bethel sent in the following article and writes as follows: 

“Whilst clearing out a drawer full of papers, I came across a little tract 
dated October 1942. In it there were various little pieces and a handful of 
testimonies showing how God is in complete control of our lives.  One of 
the testimonies is by a gentleman called Newman Watts. I think it is one that 
my mum sent to my dad whilst he was in Malta during the war.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                          
____________________________________________________________________ 
July/Aug 2010  Page 3 

 

�#$��%�"&'� ��
�
���� �()�
*	 ��� �
���������������� ��������+���
�
��
��
�	�������
�
�� ��������)��������
� $!#"��
�� �������������
������1
����2��)���
� %��
�� �������������
������,�����
��
��� �%��
�� �������������
������*�2� ��%�
�� �������������
�����������*������� (��
�� +�����	��)���)�����32)�
���,������4� �!55(�
�� 2���	�
)�
���� (5�
�� '���	����))�
��� (��
�� 6���
���*�������'���	
��3�������������	����	�
���	� ����4� 0((�
�� 7��	��
	� %�"�
�� �����
����������������3��
����������4� 0!0$5�
�

���������	�

��
�����������������
��������
��������
������

�

 

������
�	������������  0%!0$0�

��������)���
�������������  00!��#�

  

%�,	�	 � �������

*���������	������������
����������  (5#�

  

-�!�
���� ��
*��,���������� �������

������������	�
���	��
��
��
�
	������������
������� ����	�

������	��
������������ John Calvin 

������	�����
�������	
������������������������  Charles 

Haddon Spurgeon 

��
	���

������

��
����
��� ������
�!� Igor Stravinsky�



____________________________________________________________________ 
July/Aug 2010                                                                                             Page 4                                                                                                                                

 

Want to keep fit and can’t afford or not 
interested in going to the gym?....... The answer!! 
 
Keeping the church grounds tidy is a very 
effective way of releasing endorphins and 
keeping oneself trim.  
 
We have been cutting the grass now for 
around 20 years. Initially we helped Eric 
Horner and John Lopez in keeping the 
grounds tidy and as it became too much for 
them we took over. The church has an 
electric lawnmower which was purchased to 
enable anyone with the desire, to cut the 
grass. We appreciated the occasional help of 
a friend of the church 6 years ago before he left Reading. Over the last 10 
years there has been the ‘very occasional’ offer of help but on the whole we 
have spent many hours doing our bit. 
 
We now feel this is a job we want to relinquish in order that we can spend 
our time doing other things. One is often told we shouldn’t continue in the 
same job indefinitely, and until we opt out others won’t come forward. 
 
We would be happy to help someone for the remainder of this year and then 
hand over next year. 
 
This is a very necessary job as the outside appearance of a church does make 
a difference. In fact we feel it is important to have a good image through 
tidy grounds and a well presented entrance (the reason we painted the 
entrance area last summer). We all know what we think when premises look 
unkempt. 
 
Frank & Sue Pond 
 
· How about it? God will have equipped someone or a group, with the 

ability and the time to offer this important ministry for the Lord and His 
church. If you hear the call of God, please step forward.—Ed 

                                                                                                                                                                                          
____________________________________________________________________ 
July/Aug 2010  Page 13 

 

 
 
 
 
We are very sad to have to report that Megan Horner has resigned from her 
responsibilities as an Elder. She feels that she can no longer fulfil her role in 
this position because she is not so available. She is totally committed to 
caring for Eric who needs a lot more help now. This means that she is not 
able to be at church as frequently as before. We do understand. 

We thank Megan for all the care and wisdom she has shown to the 
fellowship. So many of us are grateful for her spiritual discernment and 
godly example to all of us. 

********************** 

I would like to make a personal appeal. : 

Let us prove that ‘out of sight—out of mind’ is just not true. Those who 
cannot get to church because of frailty or personal problems, too often ‘drop 
off the radar’. I found this myself when I first retired. It is a truly miserable 
experience to be ’abandoned’, left alone with no one seeming to care. Bereft 
of fellowship and company, it is easy to slip into depression.. I know that 
many of us believe that the absent person does not wish to be disturbed, or ’I 
don’t want to be a nuisance’ . But this is usually a false perception. 

For example, why not phone Megan, why not go and visit her, send her an 
encouraging card? She would love to hear from you and to welcome you to 
their home. You can give her your news and help her feel that she still 
’belongs’. It is very important.. If you need a lift, I would be more than 
happy to take you. 

Sylvia 
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 BMS World Mission 
 
On Sunday 11th July we are to be visited by Edwin 
Penman who is our Area Representative for BMS 
World Mission. This will be a good opportunity for us 
to be updated  in the work of BMS.  
 As you know, BMS have also been in the 
forefront providing aid in areas where there have been 
disasters. It is the support of many Baptist Churches, 
that is, folk just like us, that allows BMS to respond in 

times of need. Our prayers are valued and we can make a difference by 
giving to the Relief Appeal. Envelopes have been handed out: if you did not 
get one I can provide one, and they will be collected over the next few weeks 
including a special offering at our BMS service on 11 July. Gifts can be 
handed in any time and if not in the envelope provided need to be marked for 
the Relief Appeal. If you are able to Gift Aid this it does increase the money 
given. 
 I recently advised you of the visit of our Mission Link, Anne and 
remind you that this will happen on Sunday 26 September when Anne will 
share our morning worship. This will be followed by a “bring and share 
lunch” which will give you an opportunity to meet Anne. There will also be  
a social occasion during the afternoon of Saturday 25 September at the home 
of one of the folk from Abbey Baptist Church with whom we share the link.  
 So please put these dates in your diaries as I am sure that both events 
will be a chance to learn what God is doing out in the wider world. 
 I will give you further details of the autumn event in due course and of 
course if you want to know more of this or other aspects of BMS World 
Mission I would love to hear from you. 

Peter Davis 

Say a prayer 

Young James and his family sat down to Sunday dinner at his grandmother's 
house. When James received his plate, he started eating right away. "James! 
Please wait until we say our prayer," said his mother. 
"I don't need to," the boy replied.  
"Of course, you do," his mother insisted. "We always pray before eating at 
home."  
"That's at our house," James protested. "This is grandma's house, and she can 
cook!” 
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“If someone had told us a year ago 
that we would be standing here today 
telling you that the Lord Jesus has 
come into our hearts we wouldn’t 
have believed them, but He has. 

We both believed in Jesus but never 
had the inclination to do anything 
about it other than going to Sunday 
school when we were kids. It’s such a 
shame to have missed all those years 
that we could have knowingly shared 
with him because we know now that 
he has been with us through thick and thin all of our lives. He’s seen us 
through a lot of turmoil in our lives such as serious illnesses with our children 
and ourselves when we were in Australia and other problems we have 
encountered during our fifty years of marriage.  

We found Jesus coming into our hearts when we started coming to Tyndale 
some years ago not to church every week; that came later. It was by coming 
to help out at the monthly Sale and meeting people who were regular church 
goers. These people always seemed happy doing the things they were doing, 
whether it was making the tea or clearing up. Not that we were unhappy, far 
from it, for we have a lovely family of ten grandchildren and three great 
grandchildren that we thank God for. But there seemed to be an inner 
happiness coming into our lives just by coming to Tyndale whether it was to 
help at the sales or coming to church on Sunday mornings which we had 
started to do regularly, or the Tuesday fellowship. We know this special 
happiness can only be happening because we have opened our hearts to Jesus 
Christ and asked him into our lives. We  both  believed we were Christians 
simply because we were Christened when we were children We know now 
that isn’t true:  there’s a lot more to being a Christian than being christened 
when you’re a baby. We really started to find out what the true meaning of 
being a Christian was once we started to attend church regularly and we were 
introduced to the Alpha course by Ray and that was a wonderful experience. 
We have recently started a follow-up onto the Alpha course called ‘Living 
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New group -  

In September we will suddenly have a lot more 14+s, as about 6 ‘graduate’ 
from Surfers. We will still encourage them to get involved in church, Kidz 
church and surfers, as helpers and junior leaders. But for those who are not 
doing this, or who are alternating with others, we will start a 14+ group on 
Sunday mornings, to stop Surfers becoming too big or ‘top heavy’. 

 Have a blessed summer and see you in the autumn! 

Ray Ellis 

When children write to their minister: 

“Dear Mr Minister...  

· - I know God loves everybody but then he 
never met my sister. Yours sincerely, Arnold. 
Age 8. 

· - Please say in your sermon that Peter Peterson 
has been a good boy all week. I am Peter 
Peterson. Sincerely, Pete. Age 9. 

· - My father should be a minister too. Every 
day he gives me a sermon about something. 
Robert Anderson, age 11. 

· - I'm sorry I can't leave more money in the plate, but my father didn't give me a 
raise in my allowance. Could you have a sermon about a raise in my pocket 
money? Love, Patty. Age 10. 

· - My mother is very religious. She goes to play bingo at church every week 
even if she has a cold. Yours truly, Annette. Age 9. 

· - I would like to go to heaven someday because I know my brother won't be 
there. Stephen. Age 8. 

· - I think a lot more people would come to your church if you moved it to 
Disneyland. Loreen. Age 9. 

· - I liked your sermon where you said that good health is more important than 
money but I still want an increase in my allowance. Sincerely, Eleanor. Age 12. 
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A few things coming up over the next few 
months: 

Unite (3rd July) -  

A worship service to unite young people 
across Reading: This time at St 
Lawrence’s, because the numbers 
outgrew its previous venue (Wycliffe). 
This time there will be a day of social 
action in our communities, before gathering together for worship. 

Children’s activity sessions - As reported last month, Indy and I are 
organising children's activities in Cherry Grove (not Birch View - google 
maps let me down) on Fridays after school (4pm-6pm) in July. If you would 
like to be involved in that, please let me know. 

Its Your Move lessons - Heather has organised some lessons for year 6 
children at Ridgeway and New Christchurch primary schools. As with last 
year, we are hoping that young people from Tyndale will help give the 
children a positive view of secondary school! 

Sundays in Summer (25th July - 29th August) - Kidz Church takes a break. 
The children will be in the main service, which will use holiday club material 
to involve them. But Surfers (11-14s) will continue to meet upstairs looking 
at Jesus’ rescue mission through some of the parables. 

Camps (11th-16th & 16th-20th August). Soul Survivor and Its Your Move 
are happening again. Please pray for the presence of God and an absence of 
rain. If you would like to contribute financially to help young people take 
part in these, please contribute in an envelope marked “Youth Work” (or via 
bank transfer). See previous issues for an idea of how much these camps cost 
to organise. 

The Bible In A Year Challenge (2010-2011) - Soul Survivor are creating a 
one-year Bible and online resources to encourage teenagers to read the entire 
Bible in one (academic) year. So we intend to rise to the challenge. How far 
will we get? Lets find out. We will be supporting this in our Sunday morning 
sessions, so that we can discuss what we’ve been reading and catch up if we 
miss a bit. 

                                                                                                                                                                                          
____________________________________________________________________ 
July/Aug 2010  Page 7 

 

Free that is proving to be another moving experience. We know we still have 
a long way to go in our spiritual lives but having Jesus with us will make it so 
worthwhile. We will always remember this special day and we would 
sincerely like to thank Ray, Sylvia, Megan & Vernon from St Agnes and each 
and every one of you at Tyndale for  making it possible for us to be here this 
day of our baptism and helping us to find our faith in Jesus Christ,  

We would like to say a special thank you to Alex and Stephanie, our 
grandchildren, for holding our towels for us. 

.************************************* 

Ron and Cynthia would like to thank everyone for the baptismal cards and 
good wishes they received for their baptisms. This little verse means a lot to 
them: 

Holy Jesus, be my Light, 
Shine upon my way; 
Through this tempting, changing life, 
Lead me day by day. 

  Amen. 
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(Services will be conducted by our minister, the Revd Ray Coates,  

unless otherwise indicated) 
 

July 4 10.30am Family Service - led by Ray Ellis and  
  Steve Wise as we look at the Life of  
  Deborah (Judges 4)  

    

 
July 11 10.30am BMS Sunday Worship 

  Our Guest Speaker will be Edwin Penman, 
  who is our BMS Area Rep. 
  
 
July 18 10.30am COMMUNION SERVICE       Our focus 
  today will be “Rising above today’s cultural 
  and social pressures” (Rom 7:18-19 

    

   
Today is the start of the holiday season during which  

we shall be following the theme: “Asking Relevant Questions” 
 
 

July 25 10.30am Family Service  -  Question 1 

    “How do we know the Bible is true?”  
    (Luke 24:13-42)     
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Aug 1 10.30am Family Service:  Question 2 
     “Do good people go to heaven and  bad 
    people to hell? (Luke 14:19-31) 
 
 
Aug 8 10.30am Family Service:  Question 3  
    “Why can’t you see God? (John 20:24-29) 
 
 
Aug 15 10.30am Communion Service:  Question 4  
    “How do you know God hears you when  
    you pray?”   (Nehemiah 1:1 - 2:8)  
 
 
Aug 22 10.30am Family Service:  Question 5 
    “Why does God let bad things happen to 
    good people?”  (John 11:1-44)  
   
 
Aug 29 10.30 am Family Service:  Question 6 
    Ray Ellis will lead our service today. 
    “Do you have to go to church to be a  
    Christian?”  (1 Corinthians 12:12-27) 
 
 
Sept 5 10.30am Worship Service:  as we start our Autumn 
    term, our worship will be led by the Revd 
    Sylvia Stevenson, who will also bring us 
    God’s Word. 


