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Prayers

My 10 year old niece says
her prayers every night,

and instead of "amen"”, shq
says "click, send."”

\174

Spring is coming!

From the Editor:

The March edition of Contact will appear on Febry@8th. Copy, in
whatever format, should reach me by Sunday evdfebguary 21st.
Sylvia
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The Season of Lent
T 4 3

and to dust thou shalt return 0




November 2009
Income and Expenditure
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i A
i Hall Bookings !
I Sarah Broadhurst has taken responsibility for our Hall Bookings!
i for a number of years now. Under her care, the munad Hall .
i bookings has steadily increased. At this pointiinetthe income .
i from these bookings forms a significant part of annual income. !
I We are truly grateful to Sarah for her dedicatdd no this ministry !
" and for the selfless way in which she has carried ber
i responsibilities in seeking to meet the very indindl needs of the ;
i variety of people who want to hire our premisesmitting and !
¥ locking up after them is very demanding. !
i i
i However, Sarah now feels that the time has comédorto hand .
i over this role to someone else. We do understanghdsdtion and &
j Py that with a lighter load, she will enjoy soperson refreshment !
* and rest. Thank you, Sarah, from all the fellowsdtipyndale.. !
i i
i If there is anyone ‘out there’ who feels that thige might be the
i call of God upon their lives, please speak to Safabut what is
i involved. !
[ For the time being, all initial enquiries regardimgll bookings will !
*  go through the Office. Mary Osho has agreed to taekponsibility I
i for all the invoicing. !
i
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Jem - is recovering slowly at home, but still imsimerable pain.

Many of you will remembe6George and Jeanne MunnWe were saddened to hear
of the death of George, who died on Christmas fitagp cancer. Please pray for Jean
and the rest of this close family as they cometms with the loss of dear George.

We were delighted to learn thAnand Radiah and family were granted full UK
Citizenship on 9th December.

Ethel Sumner is awaiting news of an appointment for cardiagety in the new
year. It is expected that this can be done witlopetn heart surgery.

Gwen Davis- goes into hospital for an operation on her fee28rd February.

Lee Wetherell - our dear friend Lee went to be with her Lord23nd January in the
Care Home where she had been so lovingly lookexat after recent years. She had a
long and fruitful life in service for our Lord, mhcof it behind the scenes. Her
funeral and Thanksgiving Service will take placefFoiday Feb 12th - 11.30am at the
Crematorium and 12.30pm at Tyndale..

We rejoice thaEbenezeris now back at work. We praise God for the miraafl&is
healing. As he gets used to the pace of work aggtis, pray for extra strength as he
gets tired.

Our young people are taking their 'A’ levels at thement. This is a very stressful
time for them. Pray that every student will do thedry best and gain the results they
deserve.

You will be aware that Megan is no longer produding ‘Family News’ each month.
Since we now do not have someone to head up ther®aSare of the fellowship, it
is up to each one of us to ensure that no one éu nthrough sickness or any other
kind of problem, gets left to ‘someone else’ andists forgotten and neglected. We
all have a responsibility to keep in touch with leather and be a true fellowship—
and that includes Megan herself. I'm sure you ¥iiltl your own ways of letting her
know that she is still part of our fellowship, ewbiough she can no longer take on
the responsibilities that have been her contributio the life of Tyndale for over 50
years.

If you are aware of any specific needs; sicknesspitalization, please be sure to
pass the information on to Ray, or Sylvia for isotun in the Contact magazine.
Confidentiality will be respected.

- Sylvia.
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Peace and love are always alive in us,
but we are not always alive to peace and love.

Julian of Norwich

The late medieval custom was to burn the branched an Palm Sunday in
the previous year in order to create the ashe®diay.

The Collect for Ash Wednesday is:

Almighty and everlasting God,

You hate nothing that you have made

And forgive the sins of all those who are penitent
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts
That we, worthily lamenting our sins

And acknowledging our wretchedness,

May receive from you, the God of all mercy,
Perfect remission and forgiveness;

Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

Who is alive and reigns with you,

In the unity of the Holy Spirit,

One God, now and for ever.

With Lentinmind ...................

Peace and love are always alive in us, butotalvays alive to peage
and love. Julian of Norwich

You have made us for yourself and our heart$less tmtil they rest
you. -St Augustine of Hippo

Give Satan an inch and he'll be a ruler.

Be patient — God hasn't finished with me yet.

It's easy to be an angel when no one ruffles your
feathers.




Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.

But why 'Ash' Wednesday? The reason

has to do with getting things right February 17th
between you and God, and the tradition

goes right back to the Old Testament.

In the Old Testament, the Israelites

often sinned. When they finally came to their senaad saw their evil ways
as God saw them, they could do nothing but repesbirow. They mourned
for the damage and evil they had done. As parthid tepentance, they
covered their heads with ashes. For the Israefitting ashes on your head,
and even rending your clothes, was an outward sigitheir heart-felt
repentance and acknowledgement of sin. (See Ged8sky; 2 Samuel
13:19; Job 2:8, 30:19; Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah Gl2fah 3:6)

In the very early Christian Church, the yearly sslaof penitents had ashes
sprinkled over them at the beginning of Lent. Tlagre turning to God for
the first time, and mourning their sins. But soomany other Christians
wanted to take part in the custom, and to do sbeavery start of Lent. They
heeded Joel's call to 'rend your hearts and nat gatments' (Joel 2:12-19).
Ash Wednesday became known as either the 'begirofinige fast' or ‘the
day of the ashes’.

The collect for today goes back to the Prayer Bomkd stresses the
penitential character of the day. It encouragesvitis the reminder of the
readiness of God to forgive us and to renew us.

The Bible readings for today are often Joel 2:12; 18, Matthew 6: 1-6,16
— 21 and Paul's moving catalogue of sufferites having nothing and yet
possessing everything2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10)

The actual custom of 'ashing’ was abolished aR##rmation, though the
old name for the day remained. Today, throughoetGhurch of England,
receiving the mark of ashes on one’s foreheadtismmgl. Certainly the mark
of ashes on the forehead reminds people of theitafity: "Remember that
you are dust and to dust you will returh(Genesis 3:19)

Why your broken heart really hurts

Has anyone ever broken your heart? If so, you will

know that it really does hurt. Now science has baug
up with romance, and it agrees — yes, you readly ar

in physical pain.

Here is why: there is a genetic link between

physical pain and social rejection. The gene

regulates the body’s most potent painkillers, mainlsi. Variations in the
gene govern how much social pain a person feelssiponse to social
rejection.

Scientists describe a broken heart as an overldpgeineurobiology of
physical and social pain, and say it makes pesegse. As one professor
explains: “Because social connection is so impoytaeling literally hurt
by not having social connections may be an adaptayeto make sure we
keep them.” Whatever the cause, anyone who haseeerin love — and
lost — knows the pain all too well. The researcls sarried out at the
University of California.

Worry is the
darkroom in
which negatives
can develop
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“The highest love of all finds its
fulfilment not in what it keeps, but
in what it gives”

Fr Andrew SDC




Great news to hear thawsh Bethelhas the opportunity to go to South Africa
later this year, to help teach sports skills imyany schools out there. He has
that opportunity through being one of the gifted aalented in sports at the
John Madejski Academy.

But there will be a cost to this and so our FriGagup for older teenagers
have been looking at ways to help him to fund-reil§e also want to raise
some money to support Anilkumar, the young boy Wasponsor in
Mumbai. And of course we would also like to do sdmrey to support the
ongoing work among the victims of the Haiti earthkge.

So, we have begun to come up with suggestions dodrhising ideas;
including cake-making, car washing, bag-packings{ipermarkets), church
sleepover, film night, etc. So look for much of tttta be happening in
February & March. We hope that you will want to gag our young people
in being salt & light in the world.

In other news: the Friday group have now startgoltdogether a
programme of things to do over the next term, winchsists of a mix of the
social and the spiritual on alternating weeks.lflade study or similar one
week and social event the next. Etc.

And finally: We already have a number of thingstia diary for later in the
year, including the following (all are for currgregar 7 & older, unless
otherwise specified):

Friday March 28: Unite Youth Service at Wycliffe Baptist - Worstepent
bringing together young people from churches albsg Reading.

Saturday May % Ultimate Events at Alton Towers. Play on theeoll
coasters all day and go to a Christian concethiéretvening.

August 11" — 18" Soul Survivor — Youth worship, teaching, musidan
ministry. Shepton Mallet, Somerset. In tents!

August 18" — 20" Its Your Move (current Year 6 only) — Fun andivities
plus preparation for secondary school. Venue: Oakinouth Challenge,
Wokingham.

Ray Ellis




I Sumndays [in [February —
I

(Services will be conducted by our minister, thed¥eay Coates,
unless otherwise indicated)

Feb 7 10.30am _Family Service
“The Building of a nation” Exodus 2)

Feb 14  10.30am _Morning Worship
The Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-29)

Feb 21 10.30am Family Communion

Lent (1) - The Secret of Happiness -
“Be poor in spirit” - Matthew 5:3

Feb 28 10.30am Morning Worship
Lent (1) - The Secret of Happiness -

“Be mournful” - Matthew 5:4

# %
% & ()
!"# $ %!IIII#
A AL AL A0 AT AT S0 AT A0 AT AP A0 AP A A8 AE AP AP AT AT
Y50 1 #
!
Pl
G

v 444 E4 ;
R R R R R i i R

2 2 el 2 e 2 o Bl 2
£ = el 2o =l o e 2p o=




