Camels

In Jane’s Christmas drawing,
two of the camels were
approaching the inn, over which
was pictured a huge star. The
third camel and its rider were
9\;3\;29 -dirECtl);]-a(\;vay from-it' i ~.don't cry darling! The man with the white beard

y Is the third man going in aand pointed hat who might be resigning is the

different direCtion?n her mOthefArchbishop of Canterbury - NOT Father Christmas!
asked. Jane replied, “Oh, he's

looking for a place to park.”

Christmas presents

Catching her in the act, | confronted ¢
3-year-old granddaughter.

"Are you opening your little sister’s
presents?” | demanded.

"No," she innocently replied,

"I'm just helping her share.”

From the Editor;

We wish all our readers a very Happy ChristmasaaNew Year filled with
joyful anticipation of God’s richest blessings D12

The February 2012 edition of Contact will appear danuary 29th. Copy,
in whatever form, should reach me by the previausgl8y, January 22nd

Sylvia
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Where is the baby?

For weeks, a six-year old lad kept telling
nursery teacher about the baby brother ol
sister that was expected at his house. On
day the mother allowed the boy to feel th
movements of the unborn child. The six-y|
old was obviously impressed, but made n
comment. Furthermore, he stopped tellin
his teacher about the impending event. Tl
teacher finally sat the boy on her lap and
said, "Tommy, whatever has become of that

baby brother or sister you were expecting at home®&hmy burst into
tears and confessed, "I think Mummy ate it!"
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Everyday Christmas (Mal 4:2, Mt 1:23)

Light a candle,
Look into the light,
Pray. Light of the world,

Out of the stable
Light and life to all he brings, Into our situations.
Risen with healing in his wings

Because of Jesus
As the flame rises, Christmas is everyday.

Smooth, bright,

Know the comfort of Christ The Lord is here.

In the carol speaking Hallelujah.

Afresh.

Bringing Jesus By Daphne Kitching

Into heart and prayer.

Emmanuel, God with us.

%
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All mummy and daddy want for Christmas..... stamina ! % |
| E E D :
Families where both parents work will need a lot oktamina this month. . # |
There are costumes to make and lines to memorise foee the schoo | 0 |
nativity play. There are cards to buy or make and wite and send to all | J
the friends at school. There are carol concerts tattend. There arel ~  _—  — —  — " — " — — — — " —  — — — —
Christmas parties at people’s houses... there arebscure Christmas Quotes of the month
presents badly wanted, which for some reason no owan track down.... Hope means expectancy when things are otherwiseldssp

In addition, there are even school contests for ‘mmemade Christmag GK Chestertof

stocking with decorations’, and ‘Christmas cake deagrative-icing
contests’... As one weary mother recently confessetiMy children’s
social life is unbelievable. It seems there are p@es almost every
evening. I'm haemorrhaging money in the form of peatl and presents.”

God looks at the clean hands, not the full ones.
Pubilius Syrus

Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be strongenme  John F Kennedy

Grief drives men into the habits of serious rdftat, sharpens the
understanding and softens the heart John Adams
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RING OUT THE OLD, RING IN THE NEW

It's probably because I'm just a Grumpy Old Mant bdo find it hard to see
the point of ‘celebrating’ New Year. For me, theeeivhas all the stupendous
excitement of the milometer in the car clicking ofrem 39,999 to 40,000. It
isn't the solstice or equinox. Nothing actually paps. It doesn't
commemorate anything, except that we’re all thacimalder, that much
nearer a pension or the great retirement homeciskia.

Nevertheless, whatever the weather, New Year alwags vast crowds on
the streets of our great cities, cheering, gettngnk and dancing in the
fountains of Trafalgar Square. Dark men for somgcake reason carry bits
of coal into neighbours’ houses, and people whe mavidea what the words
mean, sing ‘Auld Lang Syne'. So what is it thatythe celebrating?

Surely not 2011 and its miserable economic newsession and
unemployment? Surely not, either, the remorselessltof time. | suspect in
fact most of them have simply turned up for thetypaor perhaps it's not
2011 at all that they have in mind, but the newy2812 - hope triumphing
over experience.

Of course the gloom of 2011 was lightened by peakhighs - the birth of a
child or grand-child, perhaps, a marriage, a néswné. But reason (and in my
case long experience) tells me that 2012 will bey veuch like 2011, but,

hey, hope springs eternal.

So is it stupid, or pointless, or even wrong tebehte the New Year? No, of
course not. Time is too serious, too important®to take it lightly. The Old
Preacher in the Bible assures us that ‘for evemgthihere is a season, and a
time for every matter under heaven'. He sees tlssipg of time as part of
the way the Creation works -

moreover, he has put a sense of past and futweintminds’ (Ecclesiastes
3:11). Humans, in other words, have an understgndin past, present,
future: we live in a world with tenses. And he kdase this ‘so that all should

Dec 2011—Jan 2012 Page 6

Do you like cathedral
worship?. If so, why? Is
there  anything  about
cathedral worship which
you would like to see
adapted for your local
church services?

Salisbury Cathedral —»

Cathedral worship gains ground — but why?

Last year a curious thing happened in the ChurclEmgland. Even
though local church attendance was down, the nurabg@eople (both
adults and children) attending Cathedral servidesth( Sunday and
midweek) increased. Why?

Various bits of research give some interesting <lu@ one study,
attenders at two different Cathedrals said theiinmeason for attending
(88%) was the “spiritual atmosphere” and the “feglof peace”. Their
second reason (86%) was “the choir” and “the musitie location and
the worship made a “contemplative atmosphere” (84%hjch was

“friendly” (80%).

In another study, 77% of those who never normattgnaled church

occasionally attended 84% said this, while for tegworshippers it was
95%. All three groups put ‘a sense of peace’ ag gecond reason for
attending.

This suggests questions like: Are our local chg®lvices sometimes tog
busy, too noisy? Are our services too geared terenhment, too non-
stop? Should we pause and have an occasional tigierce?
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Missing the guest of honour

-

*Where is the one who has been born
*_ king of the Jews{Matt 2:2)

* There's a story that runs like this: there

was a mayor of a small town who had
*brought in SO many improvements to

local life that over several years he had transéafrie town. An
*. so the community decided it was high time to paw tribute.

The party was held at the local town hall, andaagjleed it was
great celebration. The decorations were superbmtisc was loud
the room crowded and noisy. The food was deliciansl the win
flowed. It was the best party the town had ever. had

Ao

-

Over coffee the next morning in the local cafe, sone wondere
aloud if the mayor had enjoyed it. No one knewfdct, as the da
wore on, people began to realise that actuallypm®had even se
the mayor there that night. Later they discovehad the mayor ha
been waiting at home all evening, waiting for tife that he had

*‘ been promised into town. But people were so buspaing for the
party, that no one had remembered him. And so dentiased th
party in his honour. Apparently no one had evenicedt his*-
absence.

* It sounds a lot like Christmas. People get togetbeselebrate, th*.
food is great, the music warms the heart - butdmg®ne seen th
i guest of honour? We sing about him, we act ouvitalays about i

PEIRH

*—travel plans, our presents, our decorations. Attwiant in the*
proceedings do we give ourselves time to noticethdrehe i

among us, or not?

F 3
i e e e e e e e B e e B B e B B
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stand in awe before him'. Time, a gift
of God, is awesome, and its passage
deeply significant.

No reason, then, not to mark the

passing of the old year and the birth of
the new one, but every reason to
recognise that we too are part of the
process, carried along by time’s tide

but not helpless to make choices. Some
of those choices may change us, or our
families, or our neighbours during the

coming year. Some may eventually

change the world.

In God’s purpose, there is no reason at

all why 2012 has to be like 2011. Let the old ygay with all its memories,

joys and hurts. And turn to the new one with fathd prayer and - yes -
hope. For myself, definitely no freezing fountaiescess alcohol or lumps of
coal. But even this Grumpy Old Man will raise asglasay a prayer, and
watch the clock tick past midnight into a brave naar.

Wealth is not only what we have, but what we
are. Anon

Many come to bring their clothes to church
rather than themselvesAnon

Churches in cities are most wonderful soli-
tudes - Thomas Merton

It was such a lovely day | thought it a pity to
get up - Somerset Maugham

Those who dance are considered in-
sane by those who cannot hear the
music. - George Carlin
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— Sundays in December

(Services will be conducted by our minister, thedeay Coates,
unless otherwise indicated)

Dec 4 10.30am Morning Worship: Advent (2)

Passage for study: Mark 1:1-8

2011

Dec 11 10.30am KIDZ CHURCH NATITITY

Dec 18 10.30am __Morning Worship: Advent (4)
Passage for studyuke 1:26-38

6.30pm Carols by Candlelight

Church Meeting

Thursday January 26th
At 7.30pm

Prayer Meeting

Weds January 28th
at 7.30pm

Dec 24 11.30pm Candlelight Midnight Communion
Dec 25 10.00am Christmas Day Family Service
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