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From the Editor: 
The February edition of Contact will appear on Sunday January 25th. Copy, 
in whatever format, should reach me by Sunday evening January 18th 2010. 
I cannot promise to include late entries, unless given prior warning. 
 We are now in one of the exciting seasons of the Christian Year. As we 
share time with family and friends, may we never forget in all the ’hype’, that 
“Jesus is the Reason for the Season”  

During the month of December, we 
shall be enjoying the Christmas 
decorations that John and Haulwen 
Lane kindly put up for us. 

The normal rota for January 2010 and 
the rest of 2010 is on the notice- board. 
Please sign up as soon as possible. 
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October 2009  
Income and Expenditure 

Total income received for October was £5,428.64. Included in the total income 
is offertory income of £3,511.33. The shortfall in our offertory income to date 
amounts has increased from £3,980 to £4,553.  
 
The Thank Offering received to date amounts to £4,000 and is not included in 
the above total income. 
 
The breakdown of total income is detailed below in the table. 
 

   
 
The expenditure for October was £5,473.14. 
 
These included  
 
�� Monthly payroll of £3,539 
�� Monthly offertory donations to BMS & Home Mission of £278 
�� Monthly donation to First Steps of £60 
�� Monthly buildings/ contents cover £119 
�� Kidz Church / Youth camp expenditure £154 
�� Minibus £138 
�� Conference & training £102 
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When the Bible is put on the shelf,  
the church will surely follow it. 
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Accounts Summary for the period  
1 January 2009 – 31 October 2009 
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December 21 

A Midwinter festival has been 
a part of life since pre-Christian 
times. When the hours of 
daylight are fewest, the warmth 
of the sun weakest, and life 
itself seemingly at a standstill, 
our ancestors, the pagan 
peoples of Europe and Western Asia, kept festival by lighting bonfires and 
decorating their buildings with evergreens.  

Perhaps they believed that the dying sun could be enheartened by fire, and 
the life of the buried seed assured by the presence of evergreen branches.  

With the advent of Christianity, the Spring gods became identified with 
Christ, and the birthday of the sun with the birthday of the Light of the 
World.  

The early church father Tertullian did not approve of Christmas decorations. 
“Let those who have no light in themselves light candles!... You are the light 
of the world, you are the tree ever green....” But by the time of St Gregory 
and St Augustine, four centuries later, this had changed. Pope Gregory 
instructed Augustine not to worry about harmless outward customs, as long 
as the right God be worshipped through them. And so many Anglo-Saxon 
customs were never discarded, but simply endowed with a new significance.  

By 1598 one John Stow of London wrote how: “Against the feast of 
Christmas, every man’s house, as also their parish churches, were decked 
with holme, ivie, bayes, and whatsoever the season of the yeare afforded to 
be greene.”  
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You are cordially invited to  …  

 A BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION!!!  

 

 Guest of Honour: Jesus Christ 

  Date:   Traditionally, December 25th,  but He's always around,   
   so the date is flexible. 

 Time:   Whenever you're ready.  Please don't be late,   
   though, or you'll miss out on all the fun! 

 Dress Code:  Come as you are, because Jesus will  
   give you fresh, new garments of His  
   righteousness and purity to wear. 

 Place:   In your heart.... He'll meet you there. 
   You'll hear Him knock.  

International Evening 
 

 ���������	�
��������
��������������	�
��������
��������������	�
��������
��������������	�
��������
����� ����
 

Book this wonderful evening in your diary.  
Full details will appear in ‘The Link’ 
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Editor: With New Year in mind...here is a challenge!  

New Year’s Honours  
We are all familiar with the Queen's New Year 
honours list, which celebrates peoples’ significant 
contributions in life. But what would God's New Year 
honours list look like? Who are the people he chooses 
to honour?  

Psalm 1 gives us an answer to these questions. The 
person who is blessed by God is compared to a tree: 
‘he is like a tree planted by streams of water, which 
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does 
prospers’ (v.3). They are strong and well-nourished, able to cope with 
drought and storms, while being fruitful.  

Will this be a true of us during 2010? By contrast, we can be more like 
bonsai trees, whose growth has been stunted. They are starved of nutrients to 
ensure that they are perfectly formed, but miniature in size. So often the 
church today resembles a bonsai nursery rather than a forest of mighty trees! 
Like the bonsai, we are starved of nutrition. Instead, consider the alternative: 
‘his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and 
night’ (v.2).  

Here is the challenge for us during this coming year: to push our roots deeply 
down into his Word, meditating on it day and night. As we read and reflect 
on God’s word we are constantly reminding ourselves of God’s promises, 
character and acts.  

The psalm promises us that as we do this the Bible will become a real 
delight, rather than an experience of learning multiplication tables! As we 
learn to do it, it will delight us more and more, because it is the voice of a 
friend speaking to us. Obviously the devil doesn't want us to experience this! 
He wants to keep our growth as stunted as possible. So we need to build 
ways (eg use some sort of Bible reading notes) of keeping our roots in the 
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Bible. Don’t forget that a recent survey 
found that one-third of people will have 
given up their New Year resolutions by the 
end of January, and only one in five will 
keep them to the end of the year.  

There will be times when our Bible 
reading doesn't seem to delight us, when it 
feels like a real slog! At such times turn 
back to Psalm 1 and remind yourself what 
the goal is: to grow into maturity, deeply 
rooted, drought resistant and fruitful. We 
will never get there unless our roots are deep in God's word.  
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“OK, we got the gold. We got the frankincense. We got the myrrh. Think we 
should get something more practical, like 
nappies, maybe?”  
“ I thought this was supposed to be a 
weekend trip... my wife is going to be 
furious...”  
“All this star-gazing from the back of a 
camel is making me sick.”  
“What's so WISE about wandering around the desert for three years?”  
“You know, I used to go to school with a girl name Beth Lehem.”  
 

**************************** 

������������� ��

They have Dial-a-Prayer for atheists now.  
You ring this number, and it rings and rings, but nobody 
answers.  
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(Services will be conducted by our minister, the Revd Ray Coates, unless otherwise 
indicated) 

Dec 6 10.30am    Advent Sunday (2) “John the Baptist” 
  (Mark 1:1-8) 
   
 
Dec 13  10.30m Advent Sunday (3) Kidz Church presents: 
  “The Bethlehem Challenge” 
 
 
Dec 20 10.30am Advent Sunday (4) “Mary and  
    Elizabeth” (Luke 1:39-56)  
     - Kidz Church Christingle 
 
   6.30pm Annual Carol Service—with 
    the Pangbourne and District Silver Band 

     
Dec 24 11.30pm Christmas Eve  
    Midnight Communion     

 
 
Dec 25  10.00am  Christmas Day Family Service 
      
 
Dec 27 10.30am   Family Service:  
     “Families” (Luke 2:41-52 
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Jan 3  10.30 am Morning Worship:   
    “The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus”  
    (Mark 1:9-14) 
  
 
Jan 10 10.30am Morning Worship - The Revd Sylvia  
    Stevenson will lead our worship and bring us 
    God’s Word: “The calling of the first  
    disciples” - (Mark 1:14-20 and 2:13-17) 
 
  
Jan 17 10.30am Communion and Covenant Service   
    “Jesus heals Mark” - (Mark 1:40—2:12)  
 
 
Jan 24 10.30am Morning Worship: “Jesus - Lord of the 
    Sabbath.”  (Mark 2:23-27) 
 
 
Jan 31 10.30am Morning Worship: “Jesus and Beelzebub” 
    (Mark 2:20-30)     
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John Masefield 


